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M ISSOURI

Happy Holidays from the
Missouri River Associa-
tion of States and Tribes
(MoRAST), and its staff,
David Pope and Denise
Rolfs! The Missouri
River News is the

RIVER NEWS

distributed primarily
electronically. The
purpose of the News is to
provide articles of timely
interest about the
activities of MORAST and
other information related

Associ ati on 0 s tonatevand eatutaleer ,

sources management in
the Missouri River Basin.
More information about
MoRAST, upcoming and
past meetings and other
information can be found
on the MoRAST web site
at: www.mo -rast.org .

MORAST M EETING AND MRNRC C ONFERENCE TO BE IN
NEBRASKA CITY, NEBRASKA WEEK OF MARCH 16, 2010

The Missouri River Association of

will have an all
day meeting on March 16, 2010 at the
Lied Lodge and Conference Center in
Nebraska City, Nebraska. Please visit
http://www.mo -rast.org/Meetings/

States and Tribes

February 23, 2010. See hotel website
at: http://www.liedlodge.org/ .

Meetings.htm for logistics and periodic
updates on plans for the MORAST
meeting. Registration is not required,
but advance notice to the MoRAST of-
fice is requested for planning purposes.
Room reservations can be made by
calling the hotel at (800) 546 -5433 and
asking for the Missouri River Natural
Resources room block, which expires

Many MoRAST participants and others will
also want to attend all or part of thsssouri
River Conference and BiOP Forum
sponsored by the Missouri River Natural
Resources Committee (MRNRC) to be held
March 17-19 at the same facility. See the
conference website for more details and regt
istration information:http://mrnrc2010.com/
Persons interested in making a presentatior]
should submit an abstract by February 12,
2010 as outlined on the conference website
Room reservation information is the same fq
both events, as outlined above.

UPDATE REGARDING M ISSOURI

PURPOSES STUDY

The Missouri River
Authorized Purposes
Study (MRAPS),
originally known as the
Section 108 Study, was
formally initiated by the
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE)
through
ings in Fort Pierre,
South Dakota on Octo-

ber 1, 2009 and Kansas
City, Kansas on October
8, 2009. In March of
2009, Congress author-
ized the study to review
the original project pur-
poses of the 1944 Flood
Control Act (FCA) and

0 k i ¢ kother subsequentaed -

relevant legislation and
judicial rulings to deter-

RIVER AUTHORIZED

mine if changes to the
authorized project
purposes and existing
Federal water resource
infrastructure may be
warranted. The multi -
year study is to be un-
dertaken at full Federal
expense. Both the
USACE and the U.S.
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Bureau of Reclamation
operate projects originally
constructed as a part of the
Pick -Sloan Program
authorized by the 1944 FCA.

The USACE has established a
website at www.mraps.org to
announce meetings and pro-
vide other information about
the study that is scheduled to
take five years to complete.

The USACE has engaged the
U.S. Institute for Environ-
mental Conflict Resolution

and the Osprey Group as neu-
tral third parties to conduct an
assessment of how the USACE
can best design and implement
Tribal Consultation and public
involvement for the study.

The Osprey Group is facilitat-
ing a series of focus group
meetings around the basin

this winter to discuss the issue
and will also be interviewing

around 100 stakeholders. See
http://mraps.ecr.gov/ for more
information about the focus
group meetings, the Situation
Assessment and to take an
online survey about the

matter. Separate, formal
scoping meetings are expected
to be held in mid 2010. Future
plans for the study are
described at: http://
www.mraps.org/downloads/
mraps_information_sheet.pdf .

MORAST M EETINGS AND

MoRAST had three regular
meetings in 2009: Billings,
Montana on March 24, Bis-
marck, North Dakota on June
16-17, and Fort Pierre, South
Dakota on October 29 -30. The
2009 MORAST meetings
included presentations on
various issues from a wide
range of Federal, State, Tribal
and other individuals. We
were honored to have the
Honorable Mike Rounds,
Governor of South Dakota,
address the group at the
October meeting. He provided
thoughtful comments about
the water related challenges
and opportunities we face in
the Missouri River Basin.

Presentations were made at
several meetings by the repre-
sentatives of the USACE, Fish
and Wildlife Service, Bureau
of Reclamation, USGS,
Western Area Power
Administration and other
agencies and individuals. The
Missouri River Authorized
Purposes Study (MRAPS) and
various aspects of the Missouri
River Recovery Program were

ACTIVITIES IN 2009

a common topic, including the
status of the Missouri River
Ecosystem Restoration Plan
(MRERP) and the Missouri
River Recovery Implementa-
tion Committee (MRRIC). A
brief update regarding these
programs is contained in this
issue of the News. In addition,
the USACE Water Manage-
ment Division routinely pro-
vided updates on the status of
current hydrological conditions
in the basin, operational
issues and the Annual Operat-
ing Plan (AOP). MoRAST
considered and made recom-
mendations related to the
draft AOP. The meetings also
included updates on other
relevant topics of interest,
such as cultural resources,
federal agency priorities and
funding, as well as status
reports from Federal, State
and Tribal representatives.
Agendas, minutes and Power-
Point presentations from these
and other meetings can gener-
ally be found on the MORAST
website at: http://www.mo -
rast.org/Meetings/
PastMeetings.htm

A highlight of the year was the
authorization and initial
funding of the study now
known as the Missouri River
Authorized Purposes Study
(MRAPS); the current status is
described above. MRAPS was
authorized and funded by Con-
gress at the request of Senator
Byron Dorgan of North

Dakota. The MORAST Board
of Directors took action in
2008 to request such a study
to determine whether changes
are needed to the authorized
purposes of the 1944 Flood
Control Act for the Missouri
River Mainstem Reservoir
System in order to best meet
the contemporary needs of the
Missouri River Basin.

MoRAST expects the study to
provide objective information
and recommendations from
which interest parties and ul-
timately Congress can con-
sider whether or not changes
should be made to the 1944
Flood Control Act.

MRAPS was a common theme
at each of the meetings.
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http://www.mraps.org
http://mraps.ecr.gov/
http://www.mraps.org/downloads/mraps_information_sheet.pdf
http://www.mraps.org/downloads/mraps_information_sheet.pdf
http://www.mraps.org/downloads/mraps_information_sheet.pdf
http://www.mo-rast.org/Meetings/PastMeetings.htm
http://www.mo-rast.org/Meetings/PastMeetings.htm
http://www.mo-rast.org/Meetings/PastMeetings.htm

(Continued from pagke

MORAST heard updates from
the USACE, discussed the
status of the study and
developed recommendations
regarding implementation of
the study. A
River For umo
the October 29 -30 meeting to
hear from Federal, State, and
Tribal officials regarding the
Pick -Sloan Program, MRAPS
and the future of the Missouri
River. Based on these
discussions, it appears

MoRAST members believe the
study should be comprehen-
sive and basin wide to include
the Missouri River tributaries,
and consider a wide variety of
issues based on the historic
implementation of the Pick -

s pStoan Peogrand Mnalgss ofu r i
w a squdstmns éind dcenariosnispould

include examination of eco-
nomic cost benefit, ecosystem
goods and services and
cultural effects. In addition to
an examination of each of the
currently authorized purposes,
there is interest in other topics

such as cultural resources and
historic properties, social, eco-
nomic and other impacts from
the construction of the main-
stem reservoir system, ecosys-
tem restoration issues, sedi-
mentation, degradation and
bank stabilization, future
development and water needs,
recognition of treaties and
Tribal water rights, the im-
pacts of climate change on the
basinds water
as ways to increase benefits
from the river system both
upstream and downstream.

sepply,

-
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David Pope, Executive Director
& Vice Chairman Mike Hayden,
of Kansas at the June meeting.

June meeting participants in
Bismarck, North Dakota.

ASSOCIATION OF STATES AND TRIBES

South Dakota Governor
Rounds addresses October
meeting attendees.

North Dakota State Engineer
Dale Frink introduces Lance

Gaebe of Governor

staff.

MOoRAST members Todd Sando,
Garland Erbele and Terry
Steinwand at the June meeting.

Sl

Nick Stas of WAPA addresses
the June MoRAST meeting.

Visit us online at

WWW.Mmo -rast.org
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825 S. Kansas Avenue,
Suite 500
Topeka, KS 66612

Phone: 785.235.3247
Fax: 785.233.3104
david.pope@mo -rast.org

Visit us online at

WWW.MO -rast.org

MISSOURI RIVER RECOVERY PROGRAM UPDATE

The Missouri River Recovery Program (MRRP) continues to work on recovery
projects and restoration of the Missouri River ecosystem. Activities include
the construction of shallow water habitat and emergent sandbar habitat, the
fish propagation program, monitoring & assessment, ecosystem restoration in
the floodplain, the development of the Missouri River Ecosystem Restoration
Plan (MRERP) and support for the Missouri River Recovery Implementation
Committee (MRRIC). The MRRP website can be found at:
WWW.moriverrecovery.org .

During 2009, a series of public meetings were held to gain input on the scope

of MRERP, including the development of the purpose and needs statements.
The basinbds eight St at es, sever al Tr i
Agencies for the MRERP study. The Implementation Guidance specifies that

a single, comprehensive and integrated plan is to be developed to guide
implementation programs associated with mitigation, recovery and ecosystem
restoration activities in the Missouri River Basin. For more information see
WWW.mrerp.org .

MRRIC met six times during 2009, finalized a number of organizational proc-
esses and received numerous briefings on Missouri River related activities.
The Committee was able to approve recommendations by consensus on two

The Missouri River Asso-

ciation of States and Tribes

(MoRAST) is a regional
interstate organization of
representatives of the
Governors of Wyoming,
Montana, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Nebraska,
lowa and Kansas and
American Indian Tribes in
the Missouri River Basint
was formed to help resolve
issues of common concern
to the basin States and
Tribes, to serve as a forum
to foster communication
and information exchange
among the member States,
Tribes, Federal agencies
and others, and to facilitate
the management of the
natural resources of the
Missouri River Basin,
including water resources
and fish and wildlife, while
considering the impacts to
the economic, historical,
cultural, and social
resources.

issues. One recommendation relates to the MRERP Purpose and Needs State-
ment and the second to the status of a draft regulation by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service that would provide the shovelnose sturgeon threatened spe-
cies status under the Similarity of Appearance provisions of the Endangered
Species Act. The committee plans to meet four times in 2010. For more infor-
mation see www.mrric.org .

California Bend

Tyson Bend, Missouri River

| UPCOMING EVENTS O F 2010 |

February 2 -4 MRRIC Meeting St. Louis, Missouri
March 16 MOoORAST Meeting Nebraska City,
Nebraska
March 17 -19 MRNRC Conference & BiOP Forum Nebraska City,
Nebraska
March 23 -25 ICWP/WSWC Meetings Washington D.C.
April 27 -29 MRRIC Meeting Bismarck, North
Dakota
July 20 -22 MRRIC Meeting Wyoming
October 19-21 MRRIC Meeting lowa
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